




SECTION 10.21   DRIVEWAY CONSTRUCTION. 
 
10.21.1. General Requirements. 
 
10.21.1.1. A permit is required through the Development Services Department prior to construction or reconstruction of 
a driveway approach. 
 
10.21.1.2. The fee for the permit is specified in the town’s fee schedule. 
 
10.21.1.3. All driveway work done on state highway rights-of-way is subject to approval by the North Carolina Department 
of Transportation.  No work shall be commenced until a valid copy of a NCDOT driveway permit, if applicable, is provided 
to the town. 
 
10.21.1.4. All driveways shall meet state or town specifications.  Driveway construction in the right-of-way of the town 
shall be inspected by appropriate town personnel. 
 
10.21.1.5. Number of driveways permitted: 
 
10.21.1.5.1. No more than two combined entrances and exits shall be allowed on any parcel of property, the frontage of 
which is less than 200 feet on each street.  Additional entrance and exits on parcels with frontage of greater than 200 feet 
shall be allowed only after showing of actual requirements for convenience and necessity and upon approval by the 
Planning Board.  Where safely feasible, driveway access shall be restricted to streets other than E. Oak Island Drive. 
 
10.21.1.5.2. For corner lots, and lots abutting more than one street, one combined entrance-exit shall be permitted per 
street frontage provided that an additional point of entrance-exit may be permitted on parcels with greater than 250 feet 
in width.  The additional point of entrance-exit may be applied on one street frontage only; the street frontage selected 
for the additional point must exceed the minimum 250 feet width standard. 
 
10.21.1.5.3. Where frontage is less than 50 feet, only one combined entrance-exit shall be permitted. 
 
10.21.1.6. No driveway may be installed in a manner that adversely affects adjoining property owners or conflicts with 
any public facilities or uses such as traffic signals, utility poles, loading zones, and sewer cleanouts.  Any adjustments of 
public facilities to accommodate driveways shall be at the expense of the permit applicant. 
 
10.21.1.7. No driveway material shall be installed in a manner that the finished surface shall wash or collect on town or 
state maintained roads or streets or upon adjacent or abutting property. 

 
10.21.1.8. Driveways shall be designed and installed so that the lot and driveway do not drain to the public right-of-way or 
upon adjacent or abutting property. 

 
10.21.1.9. On sections of arterial or collector streets which are not constructed with curb and gutter or drainage 
channelization, island areas shall be introduced which shall serve as physical barriers to direct the flow of traffic and to 
separate street traffic from activity on private property.  Island shape shall be defined by raised curbing constructed to 
the North Carolina Department of Transportation specifications, the interior surface of which shall be landscaped with 
grass or low growing shrubbery. 

 
 
10.21.2. Design Requirements. 
10.21.2.1. Residential Uses. 
 
10.21.2.1.1. For a single drive, on an interior lot the maximum width shall be 24 feet at right-of-way.  Tire runner driveways 
are permitted and encouraged. 
 



10.21.2.1.2. For two drives, the maximum driveway width of any single drive is 24 feet in a dedicated right-of-way, with a 
combined maximum total for two drives of 32 feet where lot frontage is 60 feet or less and 40 feet where lot frontage is 
greater than 60 feet but less than 200 feet.  Drives must have a minimum distance of five feet between each point of 
access as measured at the edge of pavement to the property line, plan is approved by the town stormwater director or 
designee, and is in compliance with all other sections of this Ordinance. 

 
10.21.2.1.3. For a single drive on a corner lot, the maximum driveway width on a front lot line is 24 feet in a dedicated 
right-of-way. 
 
10.21.2.1.4. For a single drive on a corner lot without water frontage, the maximum driveway width on a side lot line is 32 
feet in a dedicated right-of-way where side lot frontage is greater than 60 feet but less than 200 feet. A second driveway 
is not permitted on the front lot line, the plan must be approved by the town stormwater administrator or designee, and 
it must be compliance with all other sections of this chapter. 
 
10.21.2.3. The grade of entrance shall slope away from the street surface for a distance of at least six feet unless otherwise 
directed by the Development Services and/or Public Works department. Slope and drainage on all driveways governed by 
this section shall conform to the existing curb line conditions and shall be inspected by the town staff. New driveways be 
made flush with the road to properly deflect stormwater. 

 
10.21.2.4. Expansion joints shall be required a minimum of 3’ feet from each side of the center line of the public water 
and sewer line when a driveway of impervious surface is placed over these lines.  These joints must be placed in, not cut.  
The Public Utilities department will locate the water and sewer lines.  All paved driveways must have an expansion joint 
parallel to the property line. 
 
10.21.2.5. If driveways are paved, the pavement shall meet the following standards: Driveways shall have a minimum base 
equal to four inches (nominal) of ABC stone (crusher run), and one inch of asphalt, or four inches (nominal) of concrete.  
Alternative paving materials intended to reduce the amount of stormwater runoff from the site may be approved by the 
Development Services and/or Public Works departments. 
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